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newal application in plenty of time to allow for the correction of possi-
ble errors.

An author's assignee cannot make a renewal, but an author or his
widow (er) may, during the renewal year, assign the renewed copy-
right, so that the proprietor may be able to register it in his own
name, An author may also contract to assign the renewal after it is
made, or to make it for the benefit of someone else. Copies issued after
the renewal has been made should probably cam7 both the original
date and the renewal date, although the law is not clear about this.
It is suggested that the notice read, 'Copyright 1919 by Dash Pub-
lishing Company; renewed 1946 by John Doe.5 However, if the new
copyright is assigned to the publisher after renewal, and the assign-
ment is recorded, the notice may read 'Copyright 1918 by Dash Pub-
lishing Company; renewed 1946/

The theory behind the renewal clause is that if the author made a
bad bargain in his first copyright, he may have a chance to reap some
benefit from the second term. Actually it is difficult to demonstrate
just how our system is an improvement over that of England, for
example, where the term runs during the lifetime of the author and
fifty years thereafter. In that system, although the author does not
have the opportunity to remedy an earlier error, he is protected
against losing his copyright through carelessness or oversight in
making the renewal. Moreover, if a United States author contracts to
assign his renewed copyright when he acquires it, he is in a little
better position than he was originally.

When the renewal year comes, the proprietor, publisher, or anyone
interested, if he cannot get in touch with the author or his heirs,
may file an application in the name of the person to whom he thinks
the claim belongs, even if he is not certain of that person's address or
even of his existence. The Copyright Office will probably renew
through the name of any beneficiary eligible under the Copyright Act.
If there are two applications, at least the work is saved from going
into the public domain, and the rival contestants can settle the matter
between themselves.